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or declaring completed a PDP for the
device. If FDA promulgates a regula-
tion under section 515(b) of the act re-
quiring premarket approval for a de-
vice, section 501(f)(1)(A) of the act ap-
plies to the device.

(b) Any new, not substantially equiv-
alent, device introduced into commer-
cial distribution on or after May 28,
1976, includiing a device formerly mar-
keted that has been substantially al-
tered, is classified by statute (section
513(f) of the act) into class III without
any grace period and FDA must have
issued an order approving a PMA or de-
claring completed a PDP for the device
before the device is commercially dis-
tributed unless it is reclassified. If
FDA knows that a device being
commerically distributed may be a
‘‘new’’ device as defined in this section
because of any new intended use or
other reasons, FDA may codify the
statutory classification of the device
into class III for such new use. Accord-
ingly, the regulation for such a class
III device states that as of the enact-
ment date of the amendments, May 28,
1976, the device must have an approval
under section 515 of the act before com-
mercial distribution.

[52 FR 17741, May 11, 1987]

§ 890.9 Limitations of exemptions from
section 510(k) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (the act).

The Food and Drug Administration’s
(FDA’s) decision to grant an exemption
from the requirement of premarket no-
tification (section 510(k) of the act) for
a generic type of class I device is based
upon the existing and reasonably fore-
seeable characteristics of commer-
cially distributed devices within that
generic type. Because FDA cannot an-
ticipate every change in intended use
or characteristic that could signifi-
cantly affect a device’s safety or effec-
tiveness, manufacturers of any com-
mercially distributed class I device for
which FDA has granted an exemption
from the requirement of premarket no-
tification must still submit a pre-
market notification to FDA before in-
troducing or delivering for introduc-
tion into interstate commerce for com-
mercial distribution the device when:

(a) The device is intended for a use
different from its intended use before

May 28, 1976, or the device is intended
for a use different from the intended
use of a preamendments device to
which it had been determined to be
substantially equivalent; e.g., the de-
vice is intended for a different medical
purpose, or the device is intended for
lay use where the former intended use
was by health care professionals only;
or

(b) The modified device operates
using a different fundamental sci-
entific technology than that in use in
the device before May 28, 1976; e.g., a
surgical instrument cuts tissue with a
laser beam rather than with a sharp-
ened metal blade, or an in vitro diag-
nostic device detects or identifies in-
fectious agents by using a
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) probe or
nucleic acid hybridization technology
rather than culture or immunoassay
technology.

[54 FR 25052, June 12, 1989]

Subpart B—Physical Medicine
Diagnostic Devices

§ 890.1175 Electrode cable.

(a) Identification. An electrode cable
is a device composed of strands of insu-
lated electrical conductors laid to-
gether around a central core and in-
tended for medical purposes to connect
an electrode from a patient to a diag-
nostic machine.

(b) Classification. Class I. The device
is exempt from the premarket notifica-
tion procedures in subpart E of part 807
of this chapter. The devices are also ex-
empt from the current good manufac-
turing practice regulations in part 820
of this chapter, with the exception of
§ 820.180, with respect to general re-
quirements concerning records, and
§ 820.198, with respect to complaint
files.

[48 FR 53047, Nov. 23, 1983, as amended at 59
FR 63014, Dec. 7, 1994]

§ 890.1225 Chronaximeter.

(a) Identification. A chronaximeter is
a device intended for medical purposes
to measure neuromuscular excitability
by means of a strength-duration curve
that provides a basis for diagnosis and
prognosis of neurological dysfunction.
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(b) Classification. Class II (perform-
ance standards).

§ 890.1375 Diagnostic
electromyograph.

(a) Identification. A diagnostic
electromyograph is a device intended
for medical purposes, such as to mon-
itor and display the bioelectric signals
produced by muscles, to stimulate pe-
ripheral nerves, and to monitor and
display the electrical activity produced
by nerves, for the diagnosis and prog-
nosis of neuromuscular disease.

(b) Classification. Class II (perform-
ance standards).

§ 890.1385 Diagnostic electromyograph
needle electrode.

(a) Identification. A diagnostic
electromyograph needle electrode is a
monopolar or bipolar needle intended
to be inserted into muscle or nerve tis-
sue to sense bioelectrical signals. The
device is intended for medial purposes
for use in connection with
electromyography (recording the in-
trinsic electrical properties of skeletal
muscle).

(b) Classification. Class II (perform-
ance standards).

§ 890.1450 Powered reflex hammer.
(a) Identification. A powered reflex

hammer is a motorized device intended
for medical purposes to elicit and de-
termine controlled deep tendon re-
flexes.

(b) Classification. Class II (perform-
ance standards).

§ 890.1575 Force-measuring platform.
(a) Identification. A force-measuring

platform is a device intended for medi-
cal purposes that converts pressure ap-
plied upon a planar surface into analog
mechanical or electrical signals. This
device is used to determine ground re-
action force, centers of percussion, cen-
ters of torque, and their variations in
both magnitude and direction with
time.

(b) Classification. Class I. The device
is exempt from the premarket notifica-
tion procedures in subpart E of part 807
of this chapter.

[48 FR 53047, Nov. 23, 1983, as amended at 61
FR 1125, Jan. 16, 1996]

§ 890.1600 Intermittent pressure meas-
urement system.

(a) Identification. An intermittent
pressure measurement system is an
evaluative device intended for medical
purposes, such as to measure the ac-
tual pressure between the body surface
and the supporting media.

(b) Classification. Class I. The device
is exempt from the premarket notifica-
tion procedures in subpart E of part 807
of this chapter.

[48 FR 53047, Nov. 23, 1983, as amended at 61
FR 1125, Jan. 16, 1996]

§ 890.1615 Miniature pressure trans-
ducer.

(a) Identification. A miniature pres-
sure transducer is a device intended for
medical purposes to measure the pres-
sure between a device and soft tissue
by converting mechanical inputs to
analog electrical signals.

(b) Classification. Class I. The device
is exempt from the premarket notifica-
tion procedures in subpart E of part 807
of this chapter.

[48 FR 53047, Nov. 23, 1983, as amended at 61
FR 1125, Jan. 16, 1996]

§ 890.1850 Diagnostic muscle stimula-
tor.

(a) Identification. A diagnostic muscle
stimulator is a device used mainly with
an electromyograph machine to initi-
ate muscle activity. It is intended for
medical purposes, such as to diagnose
motor nerve or sensory neuromuscular
disorders and neuromuscular function.

(b) Classification. Class II (perform-
ance standards).

§ 890.1925 Isokinetic testing and eval-
uation system.

(a) Identification. An isokinetic test-
ing and evaluation system is a rehabili-
tative exercise device intended for
medical purposes, such as to measure,
evaluate, and increase the strength of
muscles and the range of motion of
joints.

(b) Classification. Class II (perform-
ance standards).
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